


Explore Nature...

My favourite part of being a co-leader of

GET (LoSE To A G4RiZ2LY e NatureKIDS BC (Vancouver) is sharing the

moments of wonder, excitement, engugement,

NOTWANTED = F'KE ANTS @ und fun that happen when fumilies come
FIKE IN THE FOKEST @ toyether in the outdoors.

It is so rewurding to explore nature through dall our
WHo LOVES NNOSAUKS @ senses; the lighthess of u songbird in hand, the smells and

VNES(O QLOBAL QEOPARK 0 textures of funyi, the sight of bees with pollen punts, the crackle
of u fire, the flavour of u fern, und the nighttime culls of owls. It is u delight

to learn dll these ways from the Nature Mentors who dare such amazing und

RES(VING WILDLIFER @ generous knowledye sharers.

Leslie Bol, NatureKIDS BC Director, co-leuder NKBC Vuncouver

WERORIEAD  ond widife bioloyist.
photo: Leslie Bol und Vahcouver club members looking ut agudtic insects in
NATUREWILD NEwS a Strathconu Park, Vancouver
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Valery Ross, President
info@nuturekidsbc.cu

Louise Pedersen Executive Director

louisepedersen@naturekidsbe.cu ' NatureKIDS BC is THE club for children und fumilies who love to be outdoors.

Tammy Keetch, Clubs Coordinutor Members discover nature on Explorer Duys orgunized by volunteer leuders und
coordinator@nauturekidsbe.cu I yguided by experts, purticipute in stewardship projects, eurn Action Awards I
Dauniel Kell, Membership and receive NATUREW ILD magazine 4 times u yeur.

und Office Coordinator I
info@nuturekidsbc.cu

NatureWILD Editorial Committee ‘
nuturewild@nuturekidsbc.cu

Come join us! Fumily membership: $25 per year. Schools membership: I
$45 per year. Or subscribe to NATUREWILD magazine: $20 for 4 issues per yeur.
For more information and to sign up ohline go to: naturekidsbc.ca
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naturewild@naturekidsbc.cu
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Tricia Edyuar, Kristine Webber
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q qasz Ta A 4 The lust issue of NatureWILD was mostly about bedrs,
' q > I % B including the Grizzly Bears that live in the rainforest

and other places in BC. | think we would dll like to see
a Grizzly Bear up close, but that would hot be d sufe thing to do!

If you COULD see u beur up close this is what you'd see.

ﬂm The Grizzly hus five fearsome claws on edach
e

puw. The cluws can be as long ds 12 cm (about the lenhyth
of your hand from wrist to fingertip and as thick as this circle.
The Grizzly uses its claws to dig up shrubs, rip open loys to
dig out bees, und diy large dens.

T‘dh The Grizzly euts meut,

but dlso berries, gruss, und insects. It

has long tearing teeth in front and
chewing teeth at the buck. The fanys
may be us much us 8 cm long.

The large
hump on the Grizzly’s
shoulder is mostly muscle
and gives the Grizzly

: 0y jo il
h‘:ﬁw «
The Grizzly doesn’t have very
good eyesight, not much better
than a human, but it has an
excellent sense of smell fo help it

terrific digging power.

find food, whether it is live prey, Fw The Grizzly’s fur is very thick and
deud animails or berries. Its short keeps it warm, as well us protecting it from
round eurs ure yood ut heuriny insects und uccidents. The tips of its hairs are
prey that is moving around. white or silver giving it a greyish or ‘grizzled’

look, which gives the Grizzly its name,

ﬂ?@(‘m@ Bzdrs! Grizzly Bears lived in British Columbid long before people came, yet people

dare harming these magnificent animals. [t is up to dll of us to protect Grizzly Bedrs and make sure that they will go
oh being dble to live, strony und hedlthy, in our province. To learn more about how to protect Grizzly Bears go to
https://grizzlybearfoundation.com/ OR https://www.raincoast.org/projects/grizzly-bears/

photo credits: Bear Cluw: Accretion Disc, CC e Eyes, Eurs und Nose: scottjlowe, CC e Teeth: US Fish und Wildlife Service, CC
o Grizzly Bear Hump: chuscar, CC e Fur: Sum Beebe, CC 5
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‘ By Brian Herrin, Sue Staniforth, Sean McCann
and Dr. R. Higgins - All photos by Sean McCann
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COl.cl:n’n'vqs'Ve Spec,- The Europeun fire ant is a smaill red to brownish-
& ol BC o red unt that can be identified by its two wuaist

segments and the two backwdard pointing spines & ‘*
4 (which you cun see with a magnifying glass).

Almost dll of our hative ants have only one wdist segment and are more often totully black with no

stinger visible.

y-

Most ants in BC are fuscinating neighbours to watch, but these fierce little invaders with stingers can
\f creute d lot of havoc if you run across them or step on their “turf’.

Fire ants cun both bite and sting. They first bite to anchor themselves and then %k-".
insert their lony sting aund beyin to pump venom. The venom is suid to first burn b '

and then itch, as it produces little red bumps filled with liguid. The stinging and h .
swelling muy last up to two weeks. £

Once disturbed by humans or animails, fire ants will attack by swarming and an
attack can be very dangerous. Some rare victims are very sehsitive and can go
into anaphylactic shock. They must be treated guickly.

Fire ant nests are hard to find.
\ } They prefer to nest in daump or
wet environments alohyside
the roots of frees or shrubs, in
rotting wood und under rocks und puving blocks.

They cun even settle info a well-watered lawn! Beiny
very uggressive, they eat many types of insects and

other invertebrautes.



If you want to see if there are fire ants in your garden,
put out a chuhk of sweet upple und see who comes
to feed on it.

Once u yueen, with her colony, finds a good spot
and becomes established she will beyin to produce
extra queens who set off with a few workers to
beyin hew colonies heur the original hest. This cun
make an area unsufe us the ants can have many
nests close together uand their aggressive manner chases
other aunimuals away,

% m@ure not common yet but once they yet

established they can take over d ldrge drea with many nests
close together.

The first defense aguinst fire ants Moviny into your yard is to
know how to avoid them. Here dre d few tips.

When buying bugged potting soil, usk where it comes from.
Use locul BC sources ohly to avoid importing unknown invasive
species intfo your yard.

Q Properly store and dispose of any food or waste,
5 Mdake sure any rotting garden debris is not left sitting in moist areus.

When buyihyg or receiving potted plants, bang them gently on a hard
surfuce und look for auny unt activity from the soil.

BecauselfiteYants]likefdampness?
keepdyeldvardlcieantandldyA

In BC, fire ants were first reported in 2011 in

North Vancouver, but upon investigation they
were dlso found in the Lower Muinland, including
the Fraser Vdlley, and southern Vancouver Island.
Bioloyists think they were brought to our continent
in plants with soil attached. Once they found a
home in North Americu they rapidly becume pests
and beygun expunding their territory.

background photo credits: cturtletrax, istockphotos.com



A fire in the forest can be one of the fustest moving, most destructive and unpredictable forces
in the hatural world, as I've seen many times with the BC Wildfire Service.

speed On the first fire | ever worked on for BC

Wildfire | saw just how fast a fire can grow. It was very hot
and dry, so we flew by helicopter to get to the fire us
quickly us possible. On urrival, the fire waus ubout the size
of u bonfire und we circled around to get a good look
and plan our attack. Affer the first circuit it had fripled
in size. Affer the second circuit it had agadin tripled in
size und wus reuching up into the tops of the trees.

By the time we hud flown dround it  third fime it wus
half the size of a city block und its sparks had started
another fire 100 metres awuay. It had taken less than 10 minutes for
the fire to grow out of control and start a completely separate fire!

1 fi’eﬁgé*gﬁﬁi“ afire LSRR Heat ~noiher time 1 saw how hot @ widiire can bum. My crew
W _ 4 wus following a Structural Protection Unit (SPU) onto u fire. Our job
¢ % : wus fo cledn up uny remaining fire around u set of cubins hear u
lake. The SPU had manhaged to protect the cubins closest to the lake
but there wus nothing left of u shed further from the sufety of the
wdter except its tin roof, which had gone through such intfense heut
that it had melted intfo a puddle onh the ground.

POWOI‘ On u third event | was struck by the power of u
wildfire when | worked nedr the centre of a massive burn. From
the top of a hill all | could see was a wasteland that stretfched
us far us the eye could see in every direction. The fire hud been
so hot that even the dark organic soil had been burned away,
leaving nothing but sterile dirt and minerdls covered by d layer
of ush nedrly u foot deep. The forest wus now a deud silent
place that smelled of cold smoke. The only sounds were the
wind and the thump of branchless, blackened trees striking
The__ground us the remuaining embers ate away at the last
of their roots.

A ﬁurn ; i % i \
o of cold:smoke . A / \

I,
i




Wildfires that burn as hot
their wake. They burh so fast nothi
and destroy thousunds of hectures of

At the sume time, for dll the destruction they

cuuse, wildfires have been d puart of the naturadl
cycle for us lony us there have been forests. Fire
cleun the forest floor, getting rid of deud trees
that can build up to the point where ’rrux@ ‘
becomes difficult for lurger unimauls. Smullerfires

e i

cleun out wedk und unhedlthy trees aund s
brush, dllowing larger, hedlthier tfrees to continue
growing with less competition.Some species of

pine have even evolved to use wildfire to spreud 4) The fotest §tqrts to come b?

i LT .
their seeds. Their cones will only open after having

been exposed fo fire. The youny pine frees thut grow from these newly =
opehed cohes cun how spreud throughout the newly cledred spuce

Even the lurgest and most infense wildfire
doesn’t leuve the lund burren for lony.
Mushrooms und many-seeded plunts such
us Fireweed cun flood the ureu within

in und take over. Life finds a way!"

Waming

WILDFIRES cun gyrow yuickly and
unpredictubly. When you go hiking or
cumpiny in the forest, check if there dare auny
fire buns during the summer cumpinyg seuson.

Keep your cuampfire §mu|l.
When fires do occur the best thing you cun Douse completely if you

leuve your cumpsite

do is leuve the ureu und report the fire to aund follow regulations.
BC Wildfire Service at 1-800-663-5555

or ¥5555 on your cell phone.

Matthew Solecki grew up on u ranch in the Bulkley Valley _
ureu, North Central, BC. He hus worked five summers us u fire ¢

fighter for BC Wildfire Service und currently holds the position
of Initial Atftack Crew Leuder. ’

photo credits: 1, 2 und 3: BC Wildfire Service e 4: Lurry 1732, CC « 5; Aldng
e 6. wergjellyfish, CC e backgrounds: DrPAS, istockphotos.com
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! Dinosaur Trackways:

3

and important trackway of an
ankylosaur (armoured dinosaur).
Daniel and Mark became quite
famous!

' In Tumbler Ridge most of the dinosau

Theropods: Carnivores that move
sizes from huge tyrannosaurs to tiny ‘
of theropods, as are all the other spe

Did you know that one of the best
places to find out about dinosaurs
is right here in British Columbia?

) Soon after, we brought
Tumbler Ridge UNESCO Global

palaeontologists (scientists who

Geopark! study fossils) to the site. They found Some Tumbler Ridge fossil bird tracky
Tumbler Ridge lies on the eastern a piece of bone about 93 million some are even new fo science. :
side of the Rocky Mountains where years old close to the tracks - only Ankylosaurs: Lumbering plant-e
they cut through north-eastern British [ the second dinosaur bone ever but their heavy armour protected th
Columbia. Most of the rocks are found in BC. & Some had big clubs at the end of th

sedimentary - this means that the
rocks are in layers, put down
as sand and mud by water and
wind, and are often smooth. These
layers trapped the tracks and
skeletons of the creatures that lived

~ there millions of years ago, leaving
them where we can find them - if we

,_._j are lucky!

And luck DID happen - in Tumbler
Ridge, where my family and | live!

Ornithopods: Plant-eating dinos
the people of Tumbler Ridge have dinosaurs. They too varied from very
discovered many more dinosaur Sauropods: These were the dinos

tracks, including the only known would have weighed as much as a r
tyrannosaur trackways in the world o

Since then scientists, visitors and

Bl 1o|quin] Ul pUNO) SNINDSOYJUDI0IDY JO DII|dSy4
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found three parallel trackways,
proving for the first time that
tyrannosaurs travelled in
groups, so our scientists call
them “A Terror of Tyrannosaurs”!

In the year 2000 my son Daniel (8)
and his friend Mark (11) were tubing
down some rapids close to town.
They fell off their tube, and decided
to have another try. As they were
walking back up the rock layers
beside the creek they saw dinosaur
footprints. They reported their find
which turned out to be the long

Indeed, can you imagine anything
more terrifying than meeting a
whole group of tyrannosaurs!

What to do if you do find a fossil o

DON'T move it Make a note of where
and take a photo. Then then come b
and report your finding to our expert

S Tyrunnosuur-
footprints were
LARGE!

Baby Liam in
Tyrannosaur print *

Al Daniel and Mark with tracks they: a
28 found in 2000 photo credits: background: MR1805 istockphotos.com e 1: Pedce
2: Churles Helm, B.C. o 3: Sarah Waters, B.C. o 4 - 8: Charles Helm, ¢
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r trackways are made by: ;

d fast on two legs. Theropods came in alll el X g __ t' 55-6 %4

i.rdlike c.rea’rures. The Ostrich is a descendant r _ e % %6 o ;he Ca B aai
ies of birds today! o At ﬁn\\bler Rndge ;
ays are among the oldest in the world, and . | - \ < 3t

aters that walked on four feet - they were slow :
m. We can think of them as ‘armoured cows’! 5 Daniell and
ir tails. hlgh:‘g’: '

aurs that include the hadrosaurs or duck-billed 2
big to very small.

aurs with very long necks, very long tails, and tiny heads.One sauropod
erd of elephants (20-30 tonnes)!

More footprint finding tips

1. Rippled rock surfaces can be spotted
from a distance and are worth a
closer look.

;;- . 2. Many dinosaur fracks are not pressed :i
d'sharp into the rock surface but are infills of |
ﬂi?tes ; :'* tracks; they therefore ‘hang down’ ..hu_'!
- rs | § - -
Ll o Triassic, Jurassic, Cretaceous under rock overhangs. When you are %
; Periods). Find out if those ages of rock crop out in T .i beneath an overhang, look up at the ]
the area you are exploring. Check that the rocks are = roof’.
;?:2?; sedlmen'rclry and not igneous. _||i !4 3. If you find tracks on one surface, then '
to the NEVER NEVER go din .gaur track hun a alone in e i know you are in a frack-bearing™, .
layer; if you can work out where that
wilderness areas. p— i
Rei layer gets exposed again, you will {"
. e 4 1 have a greater chance of finding |
dinosaur track? 7 a AR AT A more tracks.

> it is (or take a GPS reading)
ack to our research centre

4. Look at lots of dinosaur fracks
displayed at the Dinosaur Discovery
Gallery and online. The more you
look, the easier the dinosaur tracks -.I
will be to spot in the wild!

River Palaelontology Research Centre ; « . . \
3.C. ¢ 9: D. Solecki, B.C. 2 k! 9

K ‘a - N = [ ¢
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There are so many exciting things to
do in Tumbler Ridge Global Geoparkl

Jves; SCrc ver
Visit the Dinosuur Discovery Gulllery; explore some CuUves; scramble O

the rocks; hike the locul mountfuins and be umuzed ut the waterfalls,

Sign up for u dinosuur trackway tour beside d creek where there ure .
dozens of deep frucks — chullenge yourself to find them dill.

Come to Dinosuur Cump and learn all about dinosuurs ' P by"'f.’-]m
and much more. .

e

AND In Tumbler Ridge you cun do something that you
cun’t do unywhere else on eurth — go on d night time tour

by lanfern-light fo another dinosaur frackway, beside u
rushing river!

a BC’s mOST. complete dinosaur skeleton - o hudrosaur
N (d}'Ck'b'”ed dinosuur) wus found here. Scattered
@ dll around were ubout fifty teeth of youny
= | fyrunnosaurs of different uges — thi
g tyrannosaurs were feusf]'tnuyes TR ioldusihe . Bi“°5°”'
inc ) ] | (P iscover
‘s ' Y on the hudrosuur. %@7’*&1 Galllery )
Our scientists thought the ali — S
Y were dedling with one skeleton, b
o - o . but then inding
d dinosaur thigh bones, six in dll. This means that i . They okt on finding
¥ bonebed, Somen we likely ure on the edye of u dihosaur
; . efimes these bone beds huve hundreds of dinosaur skeletons
i Even more umazing - ¢ o

‘. Egs(;crjgsuur iy fromfz ;T;:Zl;yf ulso duround the hadrosaur were tiny blobs of metul — they probubly

skeleton we efeorite thut vaporized in the

found one of "° “moskherel

the tyrannosaur
teeth

Author Biography:

wisat is @ UNESCO Global

al
. f UNESCO Globd
L '« awaurded the stufus O
) mbler Ridge wus 4w e in Canuda (the other
Inthe o of 2OMch\>Jnly two UNESCO Globul GeOF-)Ulrk‘S lkr; 'C\:Léeopurk is BIG —
Geopurk, one O Ridye UNESCO Globd .
, ick). The Tumbler Kl RO in its boundaries.
M Br:rﬁ‘ec’:;s and includes siX provincidl parks within
8,000 syudre Kilo '

Charles Helm is a family physician

who cume to Cunadu from South

Africa, and moved to Tumbler Ridye
with his wife Lindu in 1992. He hus

written five books on the Tumbler

Ridge ared, plus two on the history
of the northern Rockies, uhd one on
dinosaurs for kids. He explores the

Tumbler Ridge dureu, helps design,

UNESCO stands for the: A . otion.
d Nutions Educuﬂono\, scientific and Cultural Ord
Unite

idge, go to
N ¢ Tumbler Ridye, Y0 )
, Jbout the dinosuurs o » W AWS.CY
To find out MOre < ! w.frmf.cu (3) WWW.
Jgegeopurk.ca/ (2) WWW.
blerridgeyeop ! ) _ VQeKfk
R WWWI*E::L)S-/ /www.vou’rube.com/ wotch?v=XFmV2

build and maintain the hiking trails

in the areu, goes out lookiny for fossils
for the museum, and does scientific
resedrch. He helped develop the
Tumbler Ridge UNESCO Globuil

Geopurk, und hus served s its
President.

il tc e cruzy drone
pove Tumbler Ridge” - fhis will take you to som
A SADOV |
Oruoede § videos that will show you our scenery

< S SUMMERI
COME AND VISIT US IN THE SUMMER. H@WUTTHl

photo credits: Charles Helm B.C. o Credit Peuce River Puluelontoloyy Reseurch Centre

Lookingletfalirackways
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When we think dbout wildlife that needs rescuing, we
most often think of big animals beinyg rescued, such us
owls, eugles, beurs or coyotes, but Elizabeth Melnick
found muny little wild animals and birds that heed rescuing.

There dure so muny ways that small unimauls get injured
- they yet hit by curs, uttucked by cuts, get tungled
in fishing line or swallow garbuye and other stuff left
around, like fish hooks and plastic.

A reyistered nurse uand wildlife
rehdbilitator, she started her own §
Elizabeth’s Wildlife Center in

Abbotsford, BC. She begun smuall, in

her own home und garden, but over time the centre yrew und

grew to four buildings! Every yeur about 1000 unimuals in heed of
cure come to the centre; about half of them are dble to hedl
completely und return to the wild.

Elizabeth has lots of stories to share with you.

\ There wus the gosling thut couldn’t wulk
%\ but in the end wus uble fo gyo und live on
its own und the audult opossum which
udopted un orphan opossum und took
cure of her until she wus old enough to yo
back to the wild.

Two baby pigeons were sepuruted from their
‘ purents when their nest becume blocked. The
owners of the property redlized what happened.
S They tried to reunite the babies with their parents
3 but sudly, it wus too lute. The orphuned bubies
- were brought into the centre in early March und
will be releused toyether when old enough.

5
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Two Coftton Tdil bunnies were brought to

the centre lust October. They were so

finy that their eyes were still closed. They
have growh up happy und healthy
und will be releused once the gruss
starts growingy.

A Grey squirrel wus taken to the

centre in the late summer lust yeur, He wus
given u "soft releuse” which meduns he spends his hights in u
large sufe cuge with his friends and his duays - like Oscar the
Grouch - in u gurbuye cun!

A Mourning Dove cume to the centre unuble 1o fly.
She’s recovering well und will likely be releused in lute spring.

You cun’t visit the animals in the centre becuuse having
d lot of people uround may uccustom them to humans
However, there is an open day in August or you cun usk
for d school visit.

Check the website.
http:/ /www.elizabethswildlifecenter.org/

Adult volunteers cun help Elizabeth. However, if you find un abundoned or injured
animual yourself Elizabeth has some tips for you:

e Don’t move un unimul unless it is in dunger. If you must move it, put the creuture
in a curdbourd box und place it in a warm, dark, yuiet place like the bath or
shower studill.

e Don’t ever feed or yive wuter to u wild animal — you are more likely to harm it than
help it. Just take the animal to the wildlife expert.

e A buby bird learning to fly may fdll out of its nest, but unless you see u cut ufter it,
leave it where it is. The purents know where the fledydling is. They will feed it, and at
the same time teach it to fly.

e Hundling u buby unimal to move it to u sufe pluce is yuite OK. Mummal und bird
pdrents are not bothered by u human scent. Elizabeth has hever had problems
returning youny unimuails o their homes.

photo credits: 1) Buby Weusel: Rebeccu Berry, B.C. o 2) Orphun opossum: Rebeccua Berry, B.C. o 3) The Nursery: Peter Schmidt, B.C.
4) Elizabeth at work: Peter Schmidt B.C. e 5) Gosling: Alyx Dellumonicu, B.C. e 6) Baby opossum: MaryEllen, B.C. 7) Baby Pigeonhs:
Rebeccu Berry, B.C. e 8) Cotton Tuil, 9) Syuirrel, 10) True Mourning Dove: Rebeccu Berry, B.C. o 11) The Center: Peter Schmidt, B.C. 5
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HOVG @ Naifure Ques’“on’) Al Grass has worked as a career park

naturalist and ranger throughout BC. Now

he is a well-known nature tour leader and
photographer. Al especially likes birds, insects
and spiders.

= Ak

i1

.i

- Wuatching the muny kinds of spiders that live in my garden, | have been umazed at what
they cuatch, from very tiny insects to remarkably large — bees, wasps, moths, crane flies,
dumsel flies and even dragonflies. One spider regularly catches yellow jackets (wasps)!
(Picture of cobweb spider with wasp, taken by Al Gruss)

An interesting project would be to find an ared (backyard, park) and keep track of what
the spiders are feeding on. The welbs of the orb-weaver spiders —cross spiders, shamrock
orb-weavers, murbled orb-wedvers und “cut-faced spiders” - ure the eusiest to observe.

An excellent guide is Spiders of Western Canada by John and Kathleen Hancock
L% (Lone Pine Publishers, 2015). Anyone keen ubout spiders needs this beuutiful book.
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Ant Buﬁet Text und photos by Dr. Eucan Doowitt

S

behave around food. For this you will have to make an "Ant Buffet’.

Here is one w

Ants are easy to observe and it is fun to see what the ants like fo eat und how different ants %\
CI‘%\

Note what you have
done oh u piece of puper
or index curd so you

cun keep track of your
observdations, shupe,
colour or size.If there

dre different ants do

#1) Cut out plastic sheets from clean ¢ #2) Lay out the buffet. Turn your sheets L i
milk jugs. With a permanent felt marker over. Put a different type of food in each they get along with each
draw circles on the reverse side of euch /{cirole — exumples: peunut butter, jum, ofher? Where do they yo
ohe. Mark reverse humbers so you cu fresh fruit, breud, cake, sugar water, then  ufter they have visited
keep fruck of which is which. 4 sef the buffet oufside for the unts fo find.  hg pyffet? Do unts beyin

to bring other unts back
with them to the buffet?
Perhaps you can run a
larger buffet with more
choices on bigyer pieces
of plastic. Do different
foods attract different

#3) Buffet 15 minutes after first ant #4) Buffet after two hours - all the ants?
found the plastic sheet. %\sugar water (circle 1) is gone
WJ




Passports to Nature

Gage (Victoria) und Talon (South Okunhugan)

completed their first pussports. Emaya (South Okanugaun)
completed her pussport #4 und eurned her Rite in the
Ruin notebook. Rita und Travis (Victoria) completed their
pussports #5. Congratulations, alll

Iris shows off her NKBC cap and
certificate that she earned in March.
Credit: Leslie Pomeroy

OOPS! in our lust issue, the
front cover und tree photo
oh puye 8 were credited
incorrectly. The proper credit
is: Ancient Forest Alliance

~

In March NKBC Vancouver members enjoyed u day
with the Chedukamus Centre’s Aboriginal Cultural Program.,
This involved a cedar wulk und activities in the Big House -
welcome sonys, dancing, cooking bunhnock and
cooking with rocks, u very tasty sulmon lunch and
activities such as cedar bark basket making,
fishing und hunhting, und gout-wool weaving.

Chedukaumus Centre photo credit: Louise Pedersen

Congratulations o Nemo de Jong (NKBC Eustern Fraser Valley)
who has qudlified for a summer internship for Black Widow Spider
research. Nemo says of himself *Nature is my second home. More
than half of my life has been spent outside. The weuther doesn’t
matter. | am fascinated by everything | find.

One of the things | aum proud of uccomplishing is working with <
lundowner to set uside 30% of her property for wildlife and improve
habitat throughout the property. | am grateful to dll the bioloyists
who supported me in this project, the Eastern Fraser Valley NatureKids, and the landowner, Heather O’ Grady,
for curing for plunts und unimals so mMuch, and for listening to my stories of wetlunds, plants, insects, spiders,
birds, and amphibidns over the yeuars.” Western Bluck Widow: Lynette MT, CC
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KINOW YOUR SPIDERSY

Text and photos; Rob Alexander, B.C.: So far, 859 spider species huve been found in British Columbiu

quite harmless.

Giant House Spiders, despite looking

like eight-legged crawling dedth, giant
house spiders don’t pose u threut to
unyone. The Giunt House Spider is known
for its speed und high level of ‘creepiness’,
but people shouldn’t worry s they're

- that’s a LOT of spiders! Start learning o recoygnize some you may see.

Orb-Weaver Spiders ure the ones you ure most likely to notice, the ones which weayve circular webs.
They ure totdlly harmless to people. Our most common orb-weuver is the Cross Orb-weaver,

though originully from Europe! Cross Orb-weaver spiders even eut their own spider silk, s it’s G
protein snuck before they muke u hew web.

Interesting fuct - Orb-weuver Spider fossils dute buck 300 million yeurs, u fime
when dinosaurs ruled Tumbler Ridge!

Cobweb spiders build
tangled webs, unlike the
beuutiful creations of
orb-weuvers, This species of
spider hus very poor eyesight
and relies on detecting
vibrations (shaking) in or
neur its web to show where
its prey is.

Other species of spider do not make welbs.

Jumping Spiders: Red-backed
Jumping Spider is one of the
largest and most commonly
enhcountered jumpiny spiders of
BC. The Jumpiny Spider hus the
best eyesight of uny spider. It uses
its huge eyes to scun for prey,
then leaps to attack its victim.
The jumpiny spider cun jump up
to 50 times the lenyth of its

owh body!
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NatureKIDS BC, 1620 Mt. Seymour Rd.
North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9

Cu’r out this puge und start your BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURE scrap book today!

Zebra Spider, another jumping
spider, very tiny, only 5.5 to 7 mm.
This spider hunts mosquitoes, flies,
and spiders - even other zebru
spiders! When it finds a prey item,
the zebru spider sheuks up behind
and bites down with ifs fungys.

Wolf Spiders are ground-dwelling spiders which
mostly live dlone. The Wolf Spider hunts at night -
fpouncing upon prey us it finds it or even chasing
it over short distunces. If you flush u beum of light
around und it lunds on the spider, the light will

reflect from the spider’s eyes buck towurd you,

producing u “glow” that is eusily noticed.
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