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Imagine you dre on u rldge in the mlddle of u forest. You might recoyhize [#4 /,.
some of the coniferous (cone-bedaring) trees: pine, balsum fir, western red / o :;-‘ U’ l
ceddar, und bluck spruce. There are dlso u few birches and aspens. It's

summertime, und the duy will be long—us lonyg us 19 hours. But it ish’t

hot. As you look uround, you cun see lukes und rivers und boys.

On the yrounhd ure muny decomposing free needles. The fullen
needles tuke u lony time to breuk down here becuuse the winters ure
long und cold. You dlso hotice swarms of flies and mosquitoes. Watch
and wdit, und you will see insect-euting birds such as warblers feeding
on them. If you dre lucky, you may ulso see mummuals—beurs, moose,

Iynx curibou, und wolves

Where in Canada are you?
You are in the boreal forest.
Boreul forests occur just south
of the urctic tundra across
Canada and Alaska. The
northern third of British
: Columbiu is boreul forest. If
caPe May warBler you could hop ucross the
oceun from continent to continent, you would find boredl forests in
Europe und Asiu us well. Boreul forests ulso occur ut high elevutions in
mountdin ranges like the Rockies. Ingerms of Climu’re;_'glnd growing

iﬁ{ - unimuls of the boredul fores’r Cun,*
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Plunts und animails of the boredl forest have special adaptations. (An adaptation is o fedature that
dllows u plunt or unimal to survive.) Conifers are well adupted to the cold, dry conditions of the

even in strony winter winds.

The unimuls of the boreudl forest have specidl Watch how the wood froyg turhs itself intfo a “froysicle”:
uduptations too. Beurs und wolves have thick fur hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLPeehsXAr4
that keeps them warm. Lyhxes have large pudded
faws so they can run on the snow. The wood froy
(Lithobdates sylvaticus) cun freeze its body fissues cold climate?
when cold weuther comes, but u fluid that acts &

like untifreeze protects ifs vitul orguns! i r | CrOWBQrty p— TWinfloweE

Plants that grow in other puarts of B.C. dlso grow
in the boredl forest. In dump places hear boys,
" you cun find Lubrador teu. Twinflower und
| bunchberry grow on the forest floor. And there
is u lot of moss. A delicious food from the boredl
| forest is the crowberry or urctic bluckberry
. (Empetfrum nigrum). It has seeds but is juicy and tasty! The
| berries lust through the winter. When the show starts to melt
" 1 in early spring, people can still hurves’r the crowberries. _
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Now you know how some plants and animails survive
in the boredal forest. What would you do to survive in a very

\ he boreul forest is the breeding ground for hundreds of bird

L L spe<:|es. Many neotropical migrants—that is, birds that migrate to
. the tropics for winter—come buck north to breed. In the summer,
- birds that ure rare elsewhere in B.C., such us the Mugnoliu, Cuped
May, und Tehnessee Wurblers, show up in the boredl forest:=
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