
60   EcoParent    |    you are great Summer 2018

by nature guru jacob rodenburg

Summersparkles
with these bright bugs

KidsKids

TO THINK ABOUT & WONDER  How do the shapes of your paint brushes compare to the ones in the store? Are any similar? Which of 
the brushes you made was your favourite to paint with? 

A trip to any art supply store will confirm that paint brushes         
 come in limitless different shapes and sizes. Did you know 

that instead of buying one, you can craft your own unique paint 
brushes using materials found in nature? So, go wild! 

WHAT YOU'LL NEED

» �Natural fibres such as pine needles, small fir branches, or dried 
grasses for the bristles

» �Several small sticks for the brush handles

» �Elastics, twine, or thin wire to attach the brush tips

» �Scissors or pruning shears

» �Heavy-weight paper and washable, non-toxic, water-based 
paint (such as tempera) to create your masterpiece! 

WHAT TO DO

1. �From your yard (or in another location where you have 
permission), gather natural materials for the paint brush bristles, 
and sticks for the brush handles.

2. �Choose some of the bristle material and gather it together in 
a bundle.

3. �Attach the bristles to the stick using an elastic band, string, or 
wire. Optional: trim the bristles to create the brush head shape 
you want; round, flat, fan, and angled are a few options. 

4. �Get painting en plein air (outside in nature) using your new 
brushes! 
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The Exploration Club for Families... NatureKids BC helps children get outdoors to play, 
imagine and explore in nearby nature. Join a family nature club near you or become a free-
range member.  Find out more at: www.naturekidsbc.ca.  If you are already a member you can 
use this activity as part of your Action Awards Quest! 
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